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WPSU-FM Poetry Moment host, assistant editor of Presence, and Professor Emerita
at CommonwealthU, Marjorie Maddox has published 17 poetry collections—most
recently Seeing Things & Small Earthly Space--a story collection, 5 children’s books,
and the anthologies Common Wealth and Keystone Poetry. Her middle-grade
biography, A Man Named Branch, is just out. www.marjoriemaddox.com

Rebecca D. Martin is a Virginia-based writer, museum docent, and educator whose
work has appeared in Isele, Susurrus, Dappled Things, and Asterales, among others.
She can be found at rebeccadmartin.substack.com, where she talks about books,
nature, poetry, and being neurodivergent.

Bob McAfee lives with his wife near Boston. He has written nine books of poetry,
mostly on Love, Aging, and the Natural World. 118 poems have been accepted

by 46 different publications. He hosts a Wednesday night Zoom poetry workshop.
His website, www.bobmcafee.com, contains links to all his published poems.

rm mist (she/her), queer Boomer, lives in Western North Carolina and has
published three chapbooks, a full poetry collection, and a new trilogy of illustrated
poems, Composting Temples (Wild Rising Press, 2025). Her poems have appeared
in Sacred Fire magazine, Friction, Sundress, and in several local anthologies.

Susan Bucci Mockler’s collection, Covenant (With), was published by Kelsay Books
in 2022. Other work has appeared in the Mid-Atlantic Review, The Delmarva
Review, The Cortland Review, The Paterson Literary Review, and Lunch Ticket,
among others. She teaches writing at Howard University.

Jess Simms is a co-founder of Scribble House and the managing editor of After
Happy Hour Review. They are the author of Cryptid Bits (Last-Picked Books, 2024)
and have published stories and essays in Mythaxis, Orca, SLAB, Atlas Obscura,
Rinky Dink Press, and elsewhere. Find them online at https://jesssimms.com.

Meghan Sterling (she/her/hers) is a queer/bi writer and working mother living in
Maine. Her poetry has been published in Tahoma Literary Review, Los Angeles
Review, Colorado Review, Rhino Poetry, Hunger Mountain, and other journals. She
became Poet Laureate of the city of Gardiner, Maine, in 2025. Read her work at
meghansterling.com.

Andrea Tillmanns lives in Germany and works full-time as a university lecturer. She
has been writing poetry, short stories, and novels in various genres for many years.
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about us

Painted Pebble Lit Mag is a journal founded with the aim of
publishing quality short form writing. Like “little” pockets of
kindness which exist solely to help one another, we think
small works can have a big impact. Our mission is to celebrate
our wonderfully diverse world of writers and readers by
reaching them wherever they are.

Each issue is published both online and as a PDF, each
available for free. We hope readers like you will help bring our
lit mag to any place someone might enjoy finding a bite sized
read.

Share it with friends! Keep a copy for yourself! Pass it into the
hands of a kindred spirit who might like it! Please visit our
website if you'd like to download the free pdf to this issue to
keep, print, or share.

Made to Share


https://radio.wpsu.org/show/poetry-moment
http://www.catholicpoetryjournal.com/
https://wildhousepublishing.com/seeing-things/?fbclid=IwY2xjawGi6ClleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHaZXpnRKSlSSQbSFyKGKpsnIRPVzWd9QX8KvJK7i_33IXPMwbsbxksDXoA_aem_apc3rtwpg5XIOaIEtuoRLA
https://www.amazon.com/Small-Earthly-Space-Marjorie-Maddox/dp/1962082490/ref=sr_1_11?crid=1KHDELVI4UQ7T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dOddljgpxCgbv3NSbbqJ20nTwm6uxMwgWgyanQr6eHr9vpX-zNHfE_0sgKfOrGOr5yRXl7fvjS6v3k3U3gsoEwXghswzKfwh-3UmfB_ipftmhqG2DT0ZDl4R4Hhd6rEQB1bsGYRf5B6Sp5BZP-BvZnZYSR4KJnksyoW4CXXRN5l8F0c34I-wSWndYYj-UmS4Mfs4pd-t36SyRrIOHwi8IveoDYrFKnJaANaG4LrIdcA.AUm1l4flm6i6ZNFi8vJnhYR2n9HRUyJa9rfImL69_vU&dib_tag=se&keywords=marjorie+maddox&qid=1735669812&sprefix=marjorie+maddox%2Caps%2C116&sr=8-11
https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-09990-3.html
http://www.marjoriemaddox.com/
http://www.bobmcafee.com/
http://meghansterling.com/
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http://bit.ly/megandiedericks
http://thepoetrysalonstack.substack.com/

contributors

Jim Bellanca began authoring poems 66 years after his careers as an English
teacher and publisher. He favors celebrating the green world and the travails of old
age. The Ethereal Haunted Journal, Down in the Dirt, The Aerial Journal, and
Witcraft have accepted Jim’s work.

Kat Bodrie is the founder and editor of Bramble Press and bramble, an online
poetry lit mag. Her poetry has appeared in Poetry South, West Texas Literary
Review, Poetry in Plain Sight, and elsewhere. She frequently collaborates with
George T. Wilkerson, who lives on death row. katbodrie.com

Sarah Browning is the author of Call Me Yes (FlowerSong Press, 2026), Killing
Summer, and Whiskey in the Garden of Eden. Co-curator/co-host of Wild Indigo
Poetry, she teaches with Writers in Progress and coaches writers. Co-founder and
an early director of Split This Rock, she now lives in Philadelphia.
www.sarahbrowning.net

A native of Syracuse, New York, and a graduate of Syracuse University, Karen
DeGroot Carter (she/her) (@kdegrootcarter) lives in Denver. Her first novel, One
Sister’s Song, is in print with Pearl Street Publishing of Denver, and her fiction,
poetry, and nonfiction have appeared in BigCityLit, Interim, Publishers Weekly, and
elsewhere.

Luanne Castle’s poetry and prose have appeared in Copper Nickel, River Teeth,
JMWW, Grist, Fourteen Hills, Verse Daily, Cleaver, Bending Genres, MacQueen’s
Quinterly, and many more. She has published four award-winning poetry
collections. Her hybrid memoir-in-flash, Scrap: Salvaging a Family, will be
published by ELJ Editions in spring 2026.

Deborrah Corr is the author of Naked Rib (Finishing Line Press). Her poems have
appeared or will appear in several journals including Chicago Quarterly Review,
Booth, Catamaran, The McNeese Review, and others. She received honorable
mentions from both Connecticut River Review and the Streetlight Magazine 2024
contests.

Paola Jo Corso is an award-winning author of poetry and fiction books set in her
native Pittsburgh, with more public stairways than any other city in the country.
She features them in her poetry and photography book, Vertical Bridges as well as
art exhibits.
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William Doreski

Snowy Morning Near Cleveland

Seen from the train, the slur
of wooden houses muddled
with snow looks like disaster.

The snow-slur is on the window,
though, an ethereal avatar
that doesn’t damage anything.

I'm glad. These square Ohio
houses look homey enough
to linger in the memory of those

reared here and gone away
to Chicago, LA, New York
where money flirts for real.

Maybe tired of urban glamor,
some will return. Maybe
by train, the familiar back yards

gaudy with snow, and the blur

on the window a teardrop
any old traveler might shed.
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Jess Simms

On Becoming a Great Auk

You were king, once. Before strangers invaded, you ruled
benevolent, a giant in small lands, so secure in your
belonging, you lost the knowledge of flight. Once upon a
time, your bones were seen as holy, your feathers magic.
And they were, once. When you needed for nothing.
When you were free to swim and nest and thrive in your
secluded kingdom.

5 Painted Pebble Lit Mag
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Jacqueline Jules

What Did Widows Do Before the
Internet?

Alone in the house, late at night,
the toilet flushes with a whistle,
followed by a squealing sound,
like tires skidding on black ice.

Is it urgent? Worth the extra price
of an after-hours plumber?

Alone in the house, late at night,
there is no one to ask except Google,
who thinks I can wait till morning.

What did widows do before the internet?

Without a 24-hour source to consult,
like warm arms inviting me back to bed.

22 Painted Pebble Lit Mag

Margie Duncan

Until | Met You | Was Merely Human

Turtle loves its shell, that weighty carapace
that makes anywhere on earth a home,

and shell loves its turtle, the promenade
through any thicket toward adventure.

You’re my palankeen through brush and storm,
and I'm your speckled shelter from the beasts,

though there’s an argument to be made
for the other way around.

7 Painted Pebble Lit Mag
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Margie Duncan

Pinecone Dolls
Dried leaf mosaic
a faded quilt —

olive, amber, flax —
covers sleeping pinecones

lined up in the battered box.
Dressed long ago

in petals and ferns,
we buried them

under sky and swings.
Dig them up, release

their seeds, feathery
as child-whispers, as wings.
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Sarah Laskin

Breakfast with the Stars

Up walking Rocky in the proto-dawn,
turn the corner where the trees open
and Orion is exposed to view, always

steps behind the seven sisters, his prey.
Stand and watch, wait for the signal
that says Orion, time to give your bow

back to the prop master, make way
on the stage for the Sun, her chariot
arrives soon. Is it a specific tone

of cobalt that allows the hunt
to slow overhead? Or some cosmic
horn I can’t hear? At the first bands

of lavender and pink, the chase is over,
the hunter and hunted faded out. I wait
for Rigel, Betelgeuse, Alnitak, Alnilam,

Mintaka and the Pleiades sisters to change
into their street clothes, descend together
to the corner of 18th and California. We

walk to the Diner to fill ourselves with eggs,

hashbrowns, joke about each star’s timeline to
cosmic retirement, watch the Sun take the stage.

9 Painted Pebble Lit Mag
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Jim Bellanca

The Prescription

My

left hip

creaked, shrieked,
moaned "I hurt."

Doc says,
"Pay first."
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I stir my worries into the syrup,
oats, and cinnamon. Let them bake

and soften with the apples, serve it
to my son and his wife when they

sit at our table, where we eat
the sweetness of still being here.
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Karen DeGroot Carter

Haiku

Winter longing slopes

from drifts of weighted worry.

Burial defied.
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Sarah Browning

For the Editor Who Called Grandmother
Poems Sentimental

I never saw my English grandmother cook

a single thing. She was raised by Victorians,
vegetarian. Dinner was store-brand

canned vegetable soup and cottage cheese.
Lunch, canned peaches, and cottage cheese.
Breakfast, cold cereal, or maybe cottage cheese.

So, a surprise! The Sunset Magazine Vegetarian
Cookbook she gave me to begin my adult life
was actually good! Not 80s good — tofu stir-fry
and lentil soup — but good as in I still make

the French white bean salad with mustard,
tarragon, and a touch of honey.

Nana gave strict orders on tea: A rolling boil and
steeping until the tea had authority. But then she
drank it with an A&P graham cracker. Nothing
hand-baked, home-stirred, whipped, or kneaded.

She needed very little; she ate almost nothing.

She tried, she failed, to teach us this, the art of restraint.
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