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Sarah Laskin is an emerging poet and longtime creator-artist. She works in environmental
conservation and lives in Washington DC with a fabulous dog. This is her first publication.

Diane LeBlanc is a writer, teacher, and book artist with roots in Vermont, Wyoming, and
Minnesota. Publications include The Feast Delayed (Terrapin Books, 2021), four poetry
chapbooks, and numerous essays. Diane is a professor and writer in residence at St. Olaf
College. Read more at www.dianeleblancwriter.com .

Katie Manning is a poet, professor, and parent, but not necessarily in that order. She's the
author of eight poetry collections, including Tasty Other, which won the Main Street Rag
Poetry Book Award and was featured on Poetry Unbound. She enjoys beaches, books,
board games, brownies, and alliteration. Visit katiemanningpoet.com.

Rebecca D. Martin lives in Central Virginia. Her work has been published in the Curator, the
Brevity blog, Isele, and Susurrus, among others. She can be found at
https://rebeccadmartin.substack.com/, where she talks about her favorite things, including
poetry, books, and neurodiversity.

Jonie Mclintire is the first female Poet Laureate of Lucas County, Ohio. Her most recent
chapbook, Semidomesticated (re-released by Sheila-Na-Gig Editions, 2022) won Red Flag
Poetry’s 2020 chapbook contest. Her prior chapbooks are Beyond the Sidewalk (Nightballet
Press, 2017) and Not All Who Are Lost Wander (Finishing Line Press, 2016). She is poetry
editor at Of Rust and Glass, Membership Chair at Ohio Poetry Association, and hosts a
monthly reading series called Uncloistered Poetry from Toledo, Ohio.
https://www.joniemcintire.net.

A librarian living in central Massachusetts, Thomas O'Connell's poetry and short fiction has
appeared in Thimble Magazine, Blink Ink, Hobart, and Paragraph Planet, as well as in Best
Microfiction 2024.

Kathryn Paulsen’s poetry and prose have appeared in publications from Oregon to Canada
to Ireland to Australia. Her chapbook “The Poetry Habit” is forthcoming from Clare
Songbirds Publishing Kathryn lives in New York City but, having grown up in an Air Force
family, has roots in many places.

Jennifer Schomburg Kanke’s work has appeared in New Ohio Review, Massachusetts
Review, Shenandoah and Salamander. Her collection about Scioto County, Ohio, The
Swellest Wife Anyone Ever Had, is available from Kelsay Books. She can be found on
YouTube as Meter&Mayhem, a channel focusing on interviews with contemporary writers.

Jenna Villforth Veazey is a poet and Virginia Master Naturalist. In 2023, she created Poetry
on the Trail, an installation of QR codes accessing nature poems in conversation with their
natural environment (Dahlgren Railroad Heritage Trail, in King George, VA, and the
Elizabeth River Trail, in Norfolk, VA).

Jacek Wilkos is an engineer from Poland. He's addicted to buying books, loves black coffee,
dark ambient music and riding his bike. His stories and poems were published in numerous
anthologies by Black Hare Press, Alien Buddha Press, Black Ink Fiction, Insignia Stories,
CultureCult Press, Wicked Shadow Press, and others.

28 LFLM

about us

LFLM is a journal founded with the aim of publishing quality
short form writing. Like “little” pockets of kindness which exist
solely to help one another, we think small works can have a
big impact. Our mission is to celebrate our wonderfully diverse
world of writers and readers by reaching them wherever they
are.

Each issue is published both online and as a PDF, each
available for free. We hope readers like you will help bring our
lit mag to any place someone might enjoy finding a bite sized
read.

Share it with friends! Keep a copy for yourself! Pass it into the
hands of a kindred spirit who might like it! Please visit our
website if you'd like to download the free pdf to this issue to
keep, print, or share.
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Louis Faber

Occasionally

I can still remember that day

in San Francisco, on Columbus
just down from City Lights Books,
a young man sitting on a milk crate
another in front of him on which
he perched an old typewriter.

“A dollar buys you a poem”

he said with a mix of hope

and resignation, his fingers poised
over the worn keys, their letters
fading as was his ribbon.

I produced a bill and he set

to typing, although I do not

recall his words, when he

was done I handed him a five.

He seemed in shock, so I said

“TI am a fellow poet, but my

Royal Standard died years ago.”
He was about to reply when he
saw another potential customer
and I moved on down the block.
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Barbara Crooker

Listen
*Editor’s Choice

I want to tell you something. This morning

is bright after all the steady rain, and every iris,

peony, rose, opens its mouth, rejoicing. I want to say,

wake up, open your eyes, there’s a snow-covered road

ahead, a field of blankness, a sheet of paper, an empty screen.
Even the smallest insects are singing, vibrating their entire bodies,
tiny violins of longing and desire. We were made for song.

I can’t tell you what prayer is, but I can take the breath

of the meadow into my mouth, and I can release it for the leaves’
green need. I want to tell you your life is a blue coal, a slice

of orange in the mouth, cut hay in the nostrils. The cardinals’
red song dances in your blood. Look, every month the moon
blossoms into a peony, then shrinks to a sliver of garlic.

And then it blooms again.

From Radiance (Word Press, 2005)
Used with permission of the poet.

LFLM 3 LFLM



ARER S¢

"9J1[ STY3 JO IS Y} Aeme Surysem
SIDALI MU PUR UTRI P[O 9W Ul puly

*}2I331 INOA SIAI[INO JeY] dUO Y],
‘pussun 03 YSIm U} Puas NoA SpIom a3 A11ed [[I

“Iep 9y} ul peai o} ysnous doap
eo1d Jurod-ua) ur passoqap SILIO}S [IIM U ISTLI} U],

"[[0100s191N( pue s3xood ‘sapong pue sypq Surssiu
S9SSAIp 9SNOY S I9YjoWPURIS AW SW UL PUL]

"SUIIAIDAS INOA UNOUUE 0] U 3SO0Y))
QUL YU "9UI J9AA “OUI Jed ],

"JUB)SISaI-9pe] pue I9qly [[V
‘Toded Sel 101100 9q dW 19 ‘DI IXoU AW U]

eljiydoiAded

oue[go] auelq

W11

"$00( JO SULIdIJO JY} 10§

—3unye} pue SuIAIS 93 10J

39[ auo jo 3s0d a3 uo

I9([JeaM [[B UL puels A31[} sk

Jgo Sunyoory jured usaa3

‘POA[OAUL SSOUSSIJ[AS 93 IO

‘smopuim onserd Awyy jo

s1orIRIRD 91} SNOI)

oLJer) 9y} Je Suizes WL} JO YUIY],

*1N0 panduid 10 93Pa[MOUY YHM POUIUIRIO
speay ysLrenbs 110y} Jo YUuIyJ,

¢s19913s erydpape[iyd pruny uo

SQI0WRAS Suowe ‘Sp[aly[[eq 18

aAey £ay3 se dn Sunnoads

‘sn Suowre WL} 110U ISIL [ PIP USYM
‘deu uoourayye 10 J1 Sk SOPIS 119} U0 SUIA]
SY00( S, UIP[IYD JO YIBIS B ‘S[9A0U dOUBWOI
‘sorwun(y Lof burquun)g ysurege dn gurdwung
JuaWYSIUN PUD dWILL) PIISIe] B
{spuinby sbwoy J, 1S Jo sbunlipg pa102]as Sy
uosnja(J poL) 2y 9pIsaq

PULj [[IM NoA Aqqno & SpIsul pue

[0}e[ USPOOM d[} WIN} Isnp

sallelql] 2244 9|17

snipy) ydasor



Zoé Blaylock

Some Poets

kneel on hard ground
to write 'em and leave 'em

folded
like losing hands of solitaire

24
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Kathryn Paulsen

A poem says. ..

Pay attention:
This word
rhymes or not
This line
stops or not
runs over into
another or not
for a reason

The reason is yours
To hunt down
Unscramble

Reap

Keep

LFLM



ARED €¢

"938e]LIaY 93Py anjg PI[I0I 194 YOLI INO
‘@InInoo aney puryaq Surpiy AI103s1y piey
‘syey [NJIOUBJ IIM SISA0YBW JUB)SUI J©
SUDITWS J0 SUI[IWS ‘SIOLIIW OJUl SUTUB]
SWI[ JUS[IS JO JYSI[ pasnoojun ay} ul
paInided s1owo01sno ‘sasus| Jo asnoy y

"QUIAYS 93pry an[g 93 JO SMOpeYS 91} Ul

Jea[d pue jurenb JIreys JoYIIM S} WOIJ 9ZeS Ino
—S]9SUnNS pue SASLIUNS JO MO[3 JUSIqUIR 3}
JoALI SulpIeds e Suole SUIpUIM SPeOI [BINI
‘SpIeyo10 ‘suapies ‘sowoy uLioqy3ou
—SSUIPUNOLINS S} SUIIOAJAI ‘SIOLIIW JO 9SNOY YV

"JI0Jwod pue AjisoLmno jo doys anbsainjoid e ur
‘2100s e snjd A£1njuso . 1SeI[ 1e JO SIake]
a11soduwod a1} ‘sAepaalsaL Jo 3sesduurfed e
Q)UM UI pauIel] SMOPUIM PILIO}S-0M] ST
‘Kemagessed oorprod e y3Snoayy sn suowrwins
‘y31[uns ur payiems ‘sse[3 Jo asnoy y

06T Jo suooa)fay, ‘bunuind s ysmopoug 1vd Lo1fp

aoe|d sholn) v

As[rey Aqre)

ARER 9

Ludym, Ing J1, 198u0[ ou

‘PIIOM MIU Jey] Ul JAI] [[.I MOY

“yoed [[.I yeym noqe Sunjuly} we | pue
—90URIDS JO JYSIoM SUTW[IYMISA0 9}
‘sIed INOA Ul 9010A SUTWO0(] Y],

"*dUWIOY 1XaU INO 10} [1Jasn g p[nod
UOTIRAS[ JO 199] puesnoy}
I9joue MOY ‘Yjeap AIp ‘p[od

e ojur a3unjd p[noo A[ei] moy
—adoiny ut sursjjed I9yjeam 0}
sogueyo orydoaiseled noqe
‘UOT)BAJ[O JNO(R S [[91 NOX

‘buiyjauios 03 uo s,ay aqAv

‘TodsIyMm 1S11J O[S PIP USYM 9JIM S JRON] JO
1y3noy} pue pnu ur dosp J00J AW Yuns |
‘Gururowr S1y} Ino s3op 9y} sunye],

"SOI1I0J 0] Yok Ua} ‘A1yS31a 0] Y310 WoIj
Surusared sdure) Yum urel 03 Yoeq uayj
‘MOUS U] 199[S U] “UTIRI ISIIJ

‘Ioyrea 1Q "dols 1 uoMm ures ayJ,

duipuaduwi

NRPNA-SIAR( BIOLIYR]



destruction across the terminal—it wouldn’t have been
me who’d awakened them. I wasn’t the one prodding
around in my hair with latex-covered fingers, dislodging
butterflies and magpies, sending marigolds and shed fairy
wings fluttering to the ground.

Fortunately, none of that happened. When the agent
waved me on, I reached up and pulled out a thornless
pink rose and placed it in the palm of her blue-gloved
hand.

22 LFLM

Jonie McIntire

On Running for President of the
Non-Profit Board

The thunder

of an avalanche

starts with quiet sounds
like "sure" and

"of course I can."

LFLM
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Carol Coven Grannick

Bossy

Safe on the sill
morning birds
demand the dawn.

20
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Thomas O'Connell

How We Keep Our Places

The public library posted a photograph to its Facebook
page of a young woman sitting in a window seat wearing,
what appears to be, an Easter dress. One foot slipped
delicately behind her ankle, she holds a sandwich plate in
her lap. The caption explained that the photograph had
been found tucked inside a book, presumably acting as a
book mark. The librarians didn’t confide what book the
photograph had been found in. They were wondering if
any of their Facebook followers could identify the
woman. There were a few comments added to the post,
though nothing all that helpful and, eventually, the young
woman’s photograph was pushed lower down in the feed
by announcements of new e-books added to the collection
and the upcoming Mommy & Me story hour. Once, I
found a slip of paper inside a library book. It wasn’t a
photograph but, instead, a grocery list:

Eggs — a V2 dozen

Macomber rutabaga
Box of decaf tea

9 LFLM
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Katie Manning

When My Spouse Was Hot

When my spouse lost all of his hair

due to chemo, my friends whispered

to me: bald men are hot, or more boldly,
he looks hot bald. Was it the mutation
of cells that made him hot? The cancer
serving as X-gene, the superpower:
hotness? Does proximity to death lend
some heat? My friends were not wrong
though. In the photos I took after his scalp
went smooth, he stares at me, bare head
in his hand, smoldering, the very picture
of hotness. But I felt him shiver under
the covers, heard him chatter in summer
heat. I covered his head with beanies
and found warm blankets to spread

over his body during long treatments.
When the cancer was gone and most

of his hair grew back, friends stopped
saying my spouse is hot, his superpower
once again disguised and unspeakable.

18 LFLM

Zoé Blaylock

The ones

who loved me best healed me inside out.
They nudged my burrowed self from the bed,

room, house, and past the gate. Howling
at the sky and scenting for the sea they urged me

to untether myself from uninspired blues
and frolic instead toward a wilder range of hues.

Belly up with glee, they intimated that satisfying
rolls are best experienced in mud, not brittle hay.

And upright, when tempests reigned
they taught me to shake downpours (fiercely!) off.

The canniest among them stressed gnawing
the difference between the finest sense of muzzle

and vulgar uses of that word. Insisted
there is more to sniff than trouble, more to tale

than swag and more to wag than tail, except
a reprimanding finger and an unkind tongue.

11 LFLM
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You don’t really want to be any of that TV show family,
and you weren’t born this way, mouse-small, but you
were born into this house, lock, stock, and smoking
parent. Never knew when the uneasy peace would crack.
A certain kind of lost.

When they stride out to dinner, you practice emerging.
Do you even like this show? Michael Landon your father?
There are twelve years to go. You'll stay small. Reframe
the image once you'’re gone.
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Victoria Crawford

Love at 75

Daily tipped into my palm
vitamins and minerals

for my health

husband's gifts: A, B, C, E
calcium, iron, and manganese

Candlelit dinner

forty-nine years, still romantic
he reaches for my hand

with anniversary vitamins

in sickness and in health

13
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